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An invitation to 
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non -profit 

organization!  

 

inkwells  

are our passion  

  

Look inside to find out more 

How Do I Join? 

Easy! Go to our website at www.soic.com. Print, fill 
out, and send the Membership Application Form 
(pdf or html) with your check, money order, or credit 
card information (Visa or Mastercard only) to: 

The Society of Inkwell Collectors  
Membership 
11125 Creekwood Court 
Fort Wayne, IN 46814  
USA 

You can also pay using PayPal (use the "Send 
Money" tab and send the fee to                            
Payments@soic.com). Then either mail or email your 
form to us. 

 

All membership periods run from January 1 to     
December 31. Members who join during the year are 
sent all previous issues of The Stained Finger issued 
during that year. 

Membership Rates: 1 year 2 years 

U.S. Address $45 $80 

Non-U.S. Address $55  $100 



Our mission is to establish and  

enhance the collecting of  inkwells 

and writing accessories as a hobby 

and a scholarly pursuit by studying 

their design and manufacture 

across periods and materials and 

the roles they played in their     

historical contexts. 

 

Imagine...you are leaving your 

country home in England for a  
business trip to the nearest town. 
You climb aboard your carriage and 
off  you go. When you arrive, the       
innkeeper shows you to your 
sparsely furnished room.  It has a 
table, but no writing implements.  
You are not worried; you are pre-
pared. You reach inside your coat 
pocket and extract your òtraveler,ó a 
compact travelling inkwell in a round 
leather-bound case, complete with 
bottle, blotter, nib cleaner and stamp 
compartment. Once youõve penned a 
letter to your loved ones, letting 
them know you arrived safely, you 
send it off  and prepare for bed;    
tomorrow will be a busy day. 

A traveler, closed and opened to show a compact 
writing òtool kit.ó Size: 3.25 in.  

Who Are We? 

Whatõs our Mission? 

It wasnõt so long ago that this scene 
played out all over the world.  Before 
phones, ball point pens or any form 
of  wireless communication, people 
wrote with ink and quill or nib. The 
variety of  inkwells used seems      
almost endless. 
 

What Are Your Benefits? 

The Stained Finger Quarterly Newsletter 
The Stained Finger is a forum for membersõ stories, 
knowledge and pictures about inkwells and other 
writing accessories. Readers will find articles 
ranging from inkwell history and usage, to what 
to look for when shopping for inkwells, to great 
websites, to caring for their pieces. And, of 
course, every issue is full of vivid pictures and 
detailed descriptions of inkwells! Free sample 
pages from, as well as reasonably-priced back 
issues of, The Stained Finger are available.  

International Convention 
The Society holds a convention, featuring     
seminars, dealer tables, member trading tables, 
auction, member banquet, and more. Society 
conventions provide an opportunity for       
members and other collectors to meet and     
discuss the joy of collecting, to share              
information, and to buy and sell inkwells. 

On-Line Library 
Started in 2004, the Library's collection is     
available for research and reading pleasure. Visit 
the library to learn more about the collection. 
Networking 
Conventions, the SOIC newsletter The Stained 
Finger, and the electronic members-only Bulletin 
Boards provide an opportunity to meet and  
communicate with inkwell collectors from 
around the world. The Society keeps collectors in 
touch with current prices, as well as historical 
information about inkwells and writing           
accessories. 

Marketing 
Selling and buying inkwells, and advertising    
inkwell related businesses and products, are easy 
through the SOIC. Members can place classified 
ads in The Stained Finger which  reach serious   
inkwell collectors around the world. Members 
receive one free classified advertisement per year. 
For more information, see the advertising infor-
mation of The Stained Finger. 

We are a group of  250+ members 
who enjoy the discovery of  yet    
another inkwell with a different   
design, as varied as there were    
manufacturers. But collecting them 
is only part of  the story. We make 
note of an inkwellõs history and 
unique design features. We maintain 
a library with pictures and            
information related to design and       
manufacturers of  inkwells from 
around the world, and we hold  
conventions, auctions and other 
events. 


